JOINT PRESS RELEASE

BELGIUM TO PROVIDE

1) EURO 10 MILLION FOR THE SUPPORT TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT GRANT SYSTEM OF THE LOGAL GOVERNMENT REFORM IN TANZANIA. 

 AND

2) EURO 1.6 MILLION FOR HIV/AIDS AWARENESS CREATION PROGRAMME TARGETING YOUTH AND ADOLESCENTS IN PRIMARY SCHOOLS IN DAR ES SALAAM AND SIX SELECTED DISTRICTS IN TANZANIA.

Belgium and the United Republic of Tanzania have signed two bilateral agreements under which Belgium will provide financial assistance, on a grant basis, amounting to Euro 11.6 million approximately Tanzanian Shillings 18.3 billion to Tanzania. 

The first bilateral agreement of Euro 10 Million (Tshs. 15.8 billion) concerns the participation of Belgium in the Local Government Reform Programme through the Local Government Capital Development Grant System (LGCDGS). The Belgian grant contributes to the efforts of the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania together with other donors who fold in their support for the decentralization process through the basket fund arrangements as agreed in the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed between Tanzania and development partners (Belgium inclusive). 

The specific objective of this programme is to achieve fiscal, administrative and political decentralization by devolution. The programme is implemented under the Prime Ministers’ Office Regional Administration and Local Government.

In the second agreement, the Government of Belgium will provide a grant of Euro 1.6 Million, (Tshs. 2.5 billion) for HIV/AIDS Awareness Creation Programme targeting Youth and Adolescents in Primary Schools in Dar es Salaam and in six Districts to be selected during the project implementation. 

The objectives of both projects are in line with the Government policies and strategies. The support through these projects will contribute to attaining the MKUKUTA goals such as good governance and improved service delivery.

The agreements were signed in the Ministry of Finance on 20th October 2006, by H.E. Mr. Peter Maddens, Ambassador of Belgium on behalf of the Belgium Government, and Mr. Gray S. Mgonja, Permanent Secretary to the Treasury on behalf of the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania.
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